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St Matthew’s Anglican Church
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SECOND SUNDAY
OF EASTER

Churchwardens: Vicar’s Warden: Sandra Cooper M: 0413 310 469
People's Wardens: Sue Polites M: 0414 653 843 & Harold Daly
Incumbency Committee: Julie Johnston, Glenys Foreman & Sue Polites
Flower Guild: Sue Polites M: 0414 653 843
Prayer Chain: Sr Margot M: 0407 889 357
St Matthew’s Cheltenham Op Shop: 33-35 Station Road, Cheltenham, 3192
T: 9583 2993 Hours: Monday to Friday: 9.30am – 4pm, Saturday: 9.30am – 12pm
Closed until further notice due to COVID-19

SERVICE DETAILS
Services cancelled until further notice due to COVID-19
Sunday 8am: Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer – 1st Sunday of the month)
Sunday 10am: Sung Eucharist
Wednesday 10am: Said Eucharist

Sunday 19 April 2020

PARISH EVENTS
Locum Vicar: Fr Geoff Cheong
Morning Tea: After the 10am service every Sunday
Please see pew sheet notices for dates regarding Parish Lunches and Breakfasts

153 Years of Witness & Service in Cheltenham

Sentence of Scripture

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.
1 Peter 1.3

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
Introit Hymn: 115 NEH

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

1. Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again,
Like wheat that springeth green.
2. In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
Thinking that never he would wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again,
Like wheat that springeth green.

The two Great Commandments
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.’ Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain,
Quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again,
Like wheat that springeth green.
4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again,
Like wheat that springeth green.

‘Lord, have mercy’
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
or
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Words: J.M.C. Crum 1872-1958
The New English Hymnal

The Hymn of Praise, Gloria in excelsis.
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
The priest greets the people
Christ is risen. Alleluia.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.'
"Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
'He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.'
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

The Collect of the Day
Almighty and eternal God,
the strength of those who believe
and the hope of those who doubt:
may we, who have not seen, have faith
and receive the fullness of Christ's blessing;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say.
"Fellow Israelites: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds
of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know – this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it
was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,."
'I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
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Acts 2.14a, 22-32

Hear the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 16 (said antiphonally)
1.

Preserve me, O God:
for in you have I taken refuge.

2.

I have said to the Lord, You are my lord:
and all my good depends on you.

3.

As for those who are held holy on the earth:
the other gods in whom people delight,

4.

Though the idols are many that they run after:
their offerings of blood I will not offer,
nor take their name upon my lips.

5.

The Lord is my appointed portion and my cup:
you hold my lot in your hands.

6.

The share that has fallen to me is in pleasant places:
and a fair land is my possession.

7.

I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel:
at night also he has instructed my heart.

8.

I have set the Lord always before me:
he is at my right hand, and I shall not fall.

9.

Therefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices:
my flesh also shall rest secure.
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10. For you will not give me over to the power of death:
nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit.

Gradual Hymn: 125 NEH
1. Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
Ye sons and daughters of the King,
Whom heavenly hosts in glory sing,
To-day the grave hath lost its sting.
Alleluya!

11. You will show me the path of life:
in your presence is the fullness of joy,
and from your right hand flow delights for evermore.
A Reading from the First letter of Peter
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who have been chosen and destined by
God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to
be sprinkled with his blood: May grace and peace be yours in abundance.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of
God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that
the genuineness of your faith – being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and
honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that was to
be yours made careful search and inquiry, inquiring about the person or time
that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated when it testified in advance to the
sufferings destined for Christ and the subsequent glory. It was revealed to them
that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things that have
now been announced to you through those who brought you good news by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven – things into which angels long to look!
1 Peter 1.1-12

Hear the Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

2. On that first morning of the week,
Before the day began to break,
The Marys went their Lord to seek.
Alleluya!
3. That night the Apostles met in fear,
Amidst them came their Lord most dear,
And said: ‘Peace be unto you here!’
Alleluya!
4. When Thomas afterwards had heard
That Jesus had fulfilled his word,
He doubted if it were the Lord.
Alleluya!
5. ‘Thomas, behold my side,’ saith he,
‘My hands, my feet, my body see;
‘And doubt not, but believe in me.’
Alleluya!
6. No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
‘Thou art my Lord and God,’ he cried.
Alleluya!
7. Blessèd are they that have not seen,
And yet whose faith hath constant been,
In life eternal they shall reign.
Alleluya!
Words: Latin, Jean Tisserand d 1419.
Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66
The New English Hymnal
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Remain standing for the Gospel Reading.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John
chapter 20 beginning at verse 19
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were again
in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my
God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.
For the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon

Silence may follow
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The Apostles’ Creed may be said
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
or this Affirmation of Faith may be used
We believe in one God,
who made and loves all that is.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was born, lived, died and rose again,
and is coming to call all to account.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who calls, equips and sends out God’s people,
and brings all things to their true end.
This is our faith, the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The priest says
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.
Jesus, wounded and risen,
we bring to you our prayers for your broken world.
We pray for your people in places of war and unrest;
in places of ecological disaster;
in places of famine and disease.
Wounded Creator,
we have seen your crucified and risen love;
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.
We bring our prayers for your divided church.
We pray for places where Christian wars against Christian;
where your church is split by faction;
where ancient hatreds have not been healed by your gospel.
Wounded Redeemer,
we have seen your crucified and risen love;
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.
We bring our prayers for our fractured community.
We pray for those pierced by nails of prejudice and hatred;
of neglect and abuse;
of indifference and rejection.
Wounded Lover,
we have seen your crucified and risen love;
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.
We bring our prayers for all who are hurt.
We pray for those whose bodies are in pain or
whose minds are confused;
those who are friendless or grief-stricken;
those without hope for the future.
Wounded Healer,
we have seen your crucified and risen love;
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.
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We bring to you our prayers for all who have died.
We pray for those who have died in the faith;
and for those who have never seen or believed.
We give thanks for Thomas and all your saints
who have known you as the risen Christ.
May we, too, recognise you in our midst,
that with all your saints we may come
to the fullness of joy in your presence.
Jesus, wounded and risen,
we have seen your crucified and risen love;
work your resurrection in the lives of your people.

Copyright 'Let Us Pray',
Janet Nelson 1999

The prayers may conclude with
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore we come to
celebrate the festival.
Silence may be kept
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a true heart.
Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Absolution. The priest says
Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREETING OF PEACE
All stand. The Greeting of Peace is introduced
We are the body of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
His Spirit is with us. Alleluia, Alleluia.
The priest says
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

4. He brake the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell;
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
5. Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee
From death’s dread sting thy servants free,
That we may live, and sing to thee.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!
The gifts of the people having been brought to the Altar:
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

All may exchange a sign of peace

[The Lord be with you.
And also with you.]

Offertory Hymn: 119 NEH

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

1. The strife is o’er, the battle done;
Now is the Victor’s triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All glory and honour, be yours now and always,
mighty Creator, everliving God.

2. Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst,
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary
and lived as one of us.

3. On the third morn he rose again
Glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain.
Alleluya! Alleluya! Alleluya!

He is the true Paschal Lamb
who was offered for us
and has taken away the sin of the world.
And now we give you thanks
that you raised him in triumph from the dead.
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Words: Latin 17 century
Tr Francis Pott 1832-1909
The New English Hymnal
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By his death, he has destroyed death
and by his rising to life again
has restored us to eternal life.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying / singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you
for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself
14

made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit
unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people
into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION
We who are many are one body in Christ,
for we all share in the one bread.
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Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
The invitation to receive Holy Communion
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.
The sacrament is given with the following words, after which the
communicant responds Amen
The body of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The blood of Christ keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The priest says
Most glorious Lord of life,
we thank you that you nourish us in these Easter mysteries.
Fill us with the Spirit of love and unite us in faith,
that we may witness to the resurrection
and show your glory to all the world.
Father,
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
or
Most loving God,
you send us into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.
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Dismissal Hymn: 202 TIS
1. I know that my Redeemer
Lives crowned upon the throne;
Lord over earth and heaven
He saves, and he alone;
He conquered death by dying
Upon the accursèd tree,
And from his death sprang glorious
Eternal life for me.
2. I think upon my Saviour,
I trust his power to keep,
His mighty arm enfolds me
Awaking and in sleep.
Christ is my rock, my courage;
Christ is my soul’s true life;
And Christ (my still heart knows it)
Will bear me through the strife.
3. In Jesus’ name I’m living;
In Jesus’ name I’ll die;
I’ll fear not though life’s vigour
From death’s cold shadow fly.
O grave, where is your triumph?
O death, where is your sting?
Come when you will, and welcome!
Secure in Christ I sing.

Words: Hallgrim Pjetursson 1614–74
tr. Charles Venn Pilcher 1879–1961
Translation © F. E. V. Pilcher
Reproduced with permission
Together In Song

The priest says
Almighty God,
who redeemed us through the resurrection of Christ,
and has brought us out of slavery into everlasting freedom,
give you joy and peace in faith and bring you to your eternal inheritance;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
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The priest or deacon says
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
In the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.

From a Prayer Book for Australia.
Copyright Broughton Publishing 1995

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts
2.14a, 36-41

Psalm
116.1-4, 11-18

1 Peter
1.13-25

Copyright © Sermons 4 Kids, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Luke
24.13-35

PARISH ANNIVERSARIES
Happy Birthday!
Doreen Bozen – 12 April; Denise Anderson – 16 April
† Year’s Mind
Max Bowen – 16 April; Mary Angus – 19 April
Frank Duffield – 20 April; Adair Stagg – 24 April

Warden & Parish Council updates
As was mentioned recently, Andrew Napier has resigned as Vicar's Warden
as he will be moving up to Queensland in May.
Fr Geoff has invited Sandra Cooper to fill this position
to which she has accepted.
A third Warden, Harold Daly, was also appointed
at the last Parish Council meeting.
Sharon Tapner has also been invited to join Parish Council by Fr Geoff
and she has accepted this position.
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